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Aim 
It is always the aim of The Little Firefly to ensure that the children in our care are protected. This 
policy outlines how the children are kept safe around dogs, both within the settings and out on 
trips. 

Method 

Within the settings 

We do not generally expect to encounter any dogs whilst on-site at either Upton or Kingston 
Blount. 

Staff and volunteers may, from time to time, bring their own dogs into the site as a pre-agreed 
and risk-assessed visit for the children. We also believe in the therapeutic benefit to spending 
time with animals. We may invite a pet therapy dog to the setting. These visits are assessed on 
a case-by-case basis and all the necessary factors will be taken into consideration. 

In these controlled situations, children are taught not to approach dogs but to ask for guidance 
and permission from the dog's owner as to whether it would be appropriate to interact with the 
dog. They can be taught how to observe the dog’s natural behaviour, ‘read’ their signs and 
respond in the right way, always with adult supervision. 

As well as wanting children to be safe from dogs, we want them to develop a love for them and 
an understanding of how they can help us in certain situations. Children can take this 
opportunity to learn how to care for the needs of animals, take comfort from their presence and 
enjoy finding out more about how the animal feels, thinks and behaves. 
 
We understand that there may be phobias, anxieties, allergies or cultural reasons why a visit 
from a dog may not be suitable. Therefore we will give at least one week’s warning before a visit 
for a parent/carer to inform us of any issues or concerns.  

There is an accompanying Dog Risk Assessment.  
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Encountering dogs whilst outside the settings 

There are often dogs in the areas outside of both Upton and Kingston Blount settings that are 
on and off the lead. All staff are vigilant of dogs in the vicinity and continually visually monitor 
where the dogs are in relation to the children. All children are taught to stand still and not to 
interact with any dogs that come close to them. They are also taught (as per Blue Cross advice) 
that if a dog approaches them, to stand still and not make any noise. If they are carrying food or 
toys, drop them on the floor away from them. Keep their arms folded and look away from the 
dog. If they need to move away, do this slowly. This will make them very boring to the dog and 
help them to calm down. 
 
Outside of the settings, staff and children may also come across dog faeces. Staff will remain 
vigilant and keep children away from any dog poo. If a child or staff member comes into contact 
with dog poo while on a walk, they will wipe it off with a wet wipe, dispose of it in a nappy sack 
or waste sack and use hand sanitiser (all included in the first aid bag). On return to forest 
school, wash hands thoroughly with soap and water.  
 
Policies, procedures and risk assessments referred to in this document: 

●​ Dog Risk Assessment 
 
External references: 

●​ Being Safe Around Dogs | Blue Cross 
●​ Pedagogical principles for successful animal-assisted interactions in the early years by 

Helen Lewis & Russell Grigg - Early Education 
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https://www.bluecross.org.uk/advice/dog/behaviour-and-training/be-safe-with-dogs
https://early-education.org.uk/guest-blog-pedagogical-principles-for-successful-animal-assisted-interactions-in-the-early-years/
https://early-education.org.uk/guest-blog-pedagogical-principles-for-successful-animal-assisted-interactions-in-the-early-years/

